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BOSTON ABLALE

City in Sackcloth
and .Ashes.

-

Two Hundred and Fifty
.~ Millions Dissolved in
Fire and Smoke.

Twenty Weary Hours of Trial
! and Suffering.

“"Hﬂﬂm of Fiery Sparks Studding
' the Black Brow eof Night.”

AN AREA OF TWO HUNDRED
*  ACRES BURNED OVER.

{Fighting the Fire Fiend
' with Powder.

Splendid Blocks of Buildings
Blown Up.

(rresistible March of the
Conflagration.

Merrible Scenes of Craziness
: and Distraction.

'THE FIRE DEPARTMENT PARALYZED.

Engines Without Horses and Men
Without Heads.

Worcester Sends Help---Forty-four
Miles in Forty-five Minutes,

BATURNALIA OF A WORLD OF THIEVES,

A Vigilance Committee Organ-
ized and Active.

United States Soldiers and Marines
Patrol the Streets.

h‘dal Destruction of Cranite
and Everett Blocks.

Btone Walls and Iron Doors Melt in
the Fierce Heat.

—_—

The 0ld South Church—Heroio Struggle
to Bave the Ancient Landmark—
Fifty Streams of Water Fight-
ing For Its Existence,

¥ God Bless the Firemen!” Cry
the Crowd,

Winthrop and Franklin Squares
Destroyed.

The Great Centres of Wiolesale
Trade Blotted Out,

Granite Front of the New Post Office
_Crumbled Into Dust.

The Millionnaire and Mendicant
On a Level.

The Multitude Bravely Shout, Bos-
ton Shall Be Rebuilt!”

MEETINGS OF SYMPATHY CALLED.

The Common Heart of Humanity
Again Stirred.

Action of the Mayor, Council
and Aldermen,

RELIEF COMMITTEE ORGANIZED.

fmmediate Assistance To Be Af-

f forded the Sufferers.

! The terrible record we present our readers

: y of the fire which commenced at a
-post peven Solurday night and Vo

1

MAP OF THE BURNED DISTRICT.

‘Two Hundred Acres of Buildings Destroyed---Loss Two Hundred and Fifty Mil-
lions of Dollars.

brought under at three P. M. yesterday, and

laid waste the oldest and wealthiest part of
the city of Boston, will be read with a thrill
of painful concern over the entire civilized
world, To the city of New York the
awful fate that has overtaken the
capital of New England has an especial and
momentous interest. United closely by ties of
asocial and commercial character, whatever
affects our sister city of Boston has more
or less of import for ws, Over two
hundred acres of the substantial class of
buildings have been utterly destroyed,
Neither iron nor granite could withstand the
fierce sweep of the fire. It smote down
walls such as might have defied the
ravages of time for ages, Iron melted
like wax before the all-devouring flame, and
the efforts of the firemen were as fruitless
and impotent ag an attempt to balk the flowing

people have one consoling thought—that their
most sacred and venerable landmark, the Old
South Church, is saved—saved by the super-
human exertions of the firemen, amid cries
from the auxious multitude of *“God bless the
firemen !’

The granite front of the new Dost Office
crumbled down like gingerbread in the face of
the conflagration. Finally, after twenty
hours of weary toil and suffering, the fire was
subdued, chiefly through the summary process
of blowing up the buildings that lay within its
all-destroying sweep,

DETAILS OF THE CALAMITY,

FRCHESE S S
BosToN, Nov. 10, 1872,

Doston has been visited by a terrible calamity.
Before It pales Into Insignificance any and all events
which have transpired In this vielnlty for years,
and the results thereof will take months to over-
come, Btatistically speaking, nearly the whole of
the principal business portion of the city is In
ashes, The main thoroughfare between North
and South End is plied up with rubbish; Frankiio,
Hawley, Otls, Arch and Matthews streets and Mor-
ton place are things of the past, and there s but
seven buildings left standing on the east side of
Washington sireet, between Milk and Summer,

and very few on  elther Pearl, High,
Water and Devonshire  gtreets,  The  dis-
trict burned over by the fire I8 bounded

by Summer, Washington, Milk, Congress, Water,
Kilby and half of Central street, procecding there-
from ia nearly o strajght line to HDroad strect, ana
thence to tbe Doston, Hartford and Erle Rallroad
depot, In it are Included Otis, Arch, Iawley,

Frauklin, Doyonsidre, Mptthewa, erkios, Federul,

of the tides, In the general wreck the Boston .

High, Purchase and Pear] strects, and a large num-
ber of alleys and places,
EXTENT AND LO&S,

Its extent is upwards of two hundred aciss, and
the loss by the devastation of the buildings upon it
can fall little short of $250,000,000, When first dis-
covered, about fifteen minutes past seven o'clock
Saturday evening, and before fifty people had
reached the desgerted streets, the great business

centre of the couflagration, Iarge volumes
of smoke and crackling  fames  were
bursting out of the rear end of the

large ive story granite building Nos, 87, 80 and 61
Summer street, directly on the corner of Kingston
street. This bullding was surmounted with a high
Mansard, overtopping all the other buiidings o
that immediate vicinity. Directly as the flames
began to spread through the story benecath the
roof, and before an engine or hose carriage was on
the ground, great volumes of flame suddenly burst
out from the rear lower storles of the building, and
In less than twenty minutes the whole broad
facade, extending fully one hundred feet along
Kingaton street, was one sheet of livid flame, ag
was also, at the same time, the Summmer street
front,
THE HEAT BEING 80 INTEN:E
A8 1o foree the firemen away from that lmmediate
vicinity, By this time a strong wind bad been
created, the Names began to sweep over Summmer
and Kingstom streets, and despite all the des-
perate, unremittent and fearlegs exertions of the
firemen in every branch of the department, the
fire was communicated tothe buildings on the op-
posite corner of Kingston and Summer streets, as
well as to the great block on the corner of Bummer
and Otis streets, and in lesa than hall an hour
thereafter the fames were bursting out of the
roofs sud all up and down the broad siaes of these
immense structures, By this time the wind had
increased to mearly a gale, and the flames, having
the entire mastery of everything, swept from story
to story, from roof to roof, from block to block and
from corner Lo corner,
DRIVING THE FIREMEN
from every vantage ground they could secure, and
apparently rendering all their exertions uselesa
and futile, Wherever the flames reached they rap-
Idly consumed everything of a combustible charac-
ter, even melting granite walls, crisping and
crackling iron doors and shutters as though they
were £0 much molten lead, The firemen seemed
unequal to the emergency, though they worked
like heroes, reinforced, ng will be stated hereafter,
bty wssistance from abroad. They were unatile to
procure a stream of water higher tham would
reach the second Atories of the buildings in fames,
It would have been ugeless and foolhardy to ate
tempt to enter any of the stores in the burning
district, and the heat prevented a near approach,
It was, thercfore, necessary to let
THE FIRE FIEND WORK 118 WILL,
for all were powerlesd 1o stay his course, Leaving
Summer stroet, after barning both sides as far o8
Waglngton street, the Dames 50vn ¢uveleped Win.

throp equare and proceeded onward, destroying
everything in the path to Milk etreet, A detour was
made on the other side which bas lald Franklin
gtreet in ashes, and thence up and down Washing-
ton strect, between Milk and Summer, and from
Frankln square on the other side towards High,
Pear], Purchase and Congress streets, and to the
water's edge,

the huge granite building which was to have
been the new Post Oflce diverted the flame
down Milk street, and away it went through the
lower portion of the ¢ity., The configuration of the
State of Maine, as laid down in modern atlages,
very nearly portrays

THE BURNED DISTRCT,

The large block on the cormer of Summer and
Kingston etreets, in which the fire first started,
was occupied by Tibbetts, Baldwiu & Davis, dry
goods Johuers, A. . Young & Co. occupled the
third and fourth storled as a manufactory for
skirts and corgets, doing a large business and giv-
Ing employment to about two hundred women; on
the second floor Damon, Temple & Co. dealt In
fancy goods, flurnishing goods, &c. Notwithstand-
Ing this great bullding was In an almost incredible
short space of tlme completely levelled to the
ground, its destruction had not progressed far
before the fames and eparks which arose
from It bad lodged upon all the bulldings
roundabout. Thus the fire spread almost instantly
in three directions, first to the adjoining block on
Summer street to the epposite block and then
across Kingaton street in the Arst-named direction,
The adjolning bullding was occupied by Leland &
Wheelock, gentlemen's furnishing goods, and Saw-
yer, Mansfield & Co., importers of dry goods. The next
are Eager, Bartlett & Co., woollen goods; 0. B,
Norther & Son, hats, caps and furs, Next Farley,
Amsden & Co., Iry goods Jobbers; Rhodes & Rip-
ley, wholesale clothing—the latter firm owned the
building. The bullding opposite

THE POINT OF ETARTING

was granite, four stories and a half, occupied
largely by Mullen & Elms, dealers in trimmings,
who used the entire lower foor. Harding Hros, &
Co. and G. L. Ide, Carter & Co.,, occupied the
upper flugrs, From this bullding across the square,
diagonally, was a stone block, occupied by Smith,
lich & Corson and George M. Glazier, deaders Iu
corsets, skirts and knit goods,

The buildings thus far named were befors nine
o'clock placed beyond any possible chamce of
safety, and the firemen left them to burn while
they cndeavored to check the progress of the mad,
devouring clement which was making alarmiugly
rapid strides (o sl directions.

THE EVERETT ORANITE BLOCK.

On the corner of Otls and Summer streets stood
the Everett block, an imposing graaite structure,
owned by Itlle Everett estate, It lncluded Nos, 62,
44, 60, 58, 60, 62 and &4 Sumimer street, and Was ue-
pled by Iy Lyons & Co,, Weil Brothers & Dreyfus,
Phllitps & Shuman, €. E, King & ¢o. and Marr
Brothers, deulers In clothing, furnishing goods,

were nged mostly as oices and occupled by various

parties, It was about nine o’clock when the
flames caught on the top of this bullding,
and upon it the efforts of the engines
located in  that vicinity were bent. The
efforis  were unavalllng, however, aa hardly

o drop of water could be got to the top of the
building. A line of hose was soon run up on the
inside and the bogemen remalned as long as they
poesibly could, striving to check the names, One
fircman was seen clinging on to a covering at the
very top of the bullding, directing a stream on the
fire, which was above him and on one slde
fashing almost Inhis face., His perilous posi-
tlon excited some alarm, but he stood il
the last chance, and then retired in safety, Now
the fire began to creep steadily up both sides of
Summer street, crawling along from roof to roof
a8 though there was a rivalry between the two
gides as to which should ountstrip the other In
gpeed, Opposite the Everett Llock the buildings
as they were engulfed i rapld successlon were as
follows :—Brick swell front, occapied by A, Folsom
& Sons, noorcloths and ollcloths; George H, Butler
halr goods, and Eugene Chapin, commission mer-

chant, Granite block—Morse, Hammond & Co,,
hosiery and gloves; Stiles, Beal & Homer,
wholesile clothing ; 8. Klons & Co.,

hats, caps and furs; Streeker Drothers, hat and
cap manuofacturers; Wyman & Arkiay, imported
goods and hnens; Ewing, Wise & Fuller, linens
and white goolds; Rothwell, Luther, Potter & Co.,
clothing; Mitchell, Green & Stevens, dry goods,
While the fire on the north slde of Bummer street
wie marching atong on the roof of the Everett
block, which had not at this time become largely
covered, the flend suddenly burst out lo @ new and
unexpected quarter, leaping across and lighting
down on the top of & bullding on Arch street, a
dozen doors removed from Summer street,
Almost before the existence of the fiames lo this
(quarter was known tney had spread Jdown through
the building and were burating in o perfect torrent
from all the windows in the front of the fancy
goods store of Hawley, Folsom & Martin,

ETEAM FIRE ENGINES USELESS.

Severnl steamers were quickly sent thither, but
with no more effect than a single bucketful of
water would have produced, The fire spread to
cach glde, enveloping the stores of Thomas Kelley
& Co, D M. Hodgdon, clothing; March Bros,
Plerce & Co., Mioger, Deal & Hackest, all of which
were quickly blazing,

At ten o'clock the whole roof of tiie Everett
block was a sheet of flame, sending high into the
alr a column of fire, smoke and lurid sparks.  Hav-
ing thus galned perfect control of the Everett

bloek, the
FIRE STRETCHED ITH INSATIADLE ARMS

across the narrow Arch street, and moved rapllly
up towards Washington street, taking iu the es.
tablishments of George 11, Lane, Brett & Co,, whole-
gale clothing; E. F. Messenger & Co,, dry goods;
Edgarton & Gilman, dining rooms; ChaTer & Whit-
ney, sewing slik; Lee, Tweedy & Co., dry goods;

fancy wood tOMIMINKS, &¢. ThO UPDOr A00rs 4 Lewis Brown & (0w KAgI0VeR; Marcan & Cou come

misgion merchants; Seavey, Foster & Bowman,
agents of the Canton Silk Mils; KEettles & Jones,
commission merchants; Royee, Tuck & Co., brlld‘
and trimmings; Porter Broa, commission mer-
chants: Nicholas & Sons, imitation hair. At the
opposite end of Summer street, near the junction
of Bedford street, among the
BUILDINGS DESTROYED

were the following :—Heyer Bros., Importers ol
funcy goods; Gilbert, Lovejoy & Co,, woullens (No.
02) ; John Cotter, hoslery, gloves, &c, (No. 102).
Winthrop square, the very cemtr¢ of the great
wholesale trade of the city, embracing some of
the most costly mercantile buildings ever erected
In this country, and occupled by such great irms
as James M, Beebe & Co., Stewart & Co., Anderson,
Heath and Co. and forty or fifty others, was before
ten o'clovk one mass of rulos, Gn Kiogstonstreet,
the bullding next to the one in which the fire
started was No. 14, occopled by J. A, Hatch & Co,,
conmigsion merchants, The next was 16 and 18,
oecapled on the first foor by Clark and Bludgett,
commission merchants, and the gecond foor by
Mellen & Goodwin, The other buildings on
Kingston street were dwelllng houses and all were

destroyed,
THE FLEEING CITIZENS,

About eleven o'clock the scene in Lincoln, Essex,
South, Federal and other streets in that immediate
neighborhood wis one of the greatest of the night,
Hundreds of men, women apd children were hur-
rving along laden with every varlety of household
goods, while scores of carts, Wagons, carriages,
hand-carts and other vellceles, loaded with heavier
articles, were heing propelled by the willlng hands
of the crowd, all seeking some place of safety.
Behind them the roaring flames lapped up their
houses before they could get half or & quarter
of their goods into  the strect, The large
block on the eastern corner of Summer and Lincoln
streets burned almost like tinder, and speedily thé
fatnes extended down Summer and ou both sldes
of Lincoln street,  Albert 8, Pratt, dealer in spool
cotton, and 8, . Judson & Co, glove msnuafag-
turers, were the principal ocenpanta of the bulld-
ing, Lincolu street, as 8 well known, was lined
with tenement houses, and the same wad truoe of
South and otner streets in that neighborhoods
The west side of Federal street, near the¢ Boston,
Hartford and Erle Rallroad, was occupled by
louses, the lower storles of which were generally
nsed for saloons, llquor shops and groceries, whila
an slmost inpumerable number of familles wera
gtowed away In the rest of the bulldings, The
other side of the atreet was occupied by coal and

Inmber wharves,
ON RUBSIA WHARP

all the hulidings which were used by rag, papel
aud junk merchants were destroyed.  There werd!
1o vessels lying at this wharf, At Robbin's wharf{
o scliouner was destroyed, as were the wtl-lltt‘lllll
and & large quantity of lumber on the pler, Thal
wharf of the Hartford and Eris Rallroad Compang
waa burned, and the passenger station of thq
Corporation, on Broad street, at the foot of Sumy
WO SLrel Ab eieven 0'cock WA SDazka kad camg(



